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MM is hereby made under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a) for an 
extension of »» months of .he period for response to the Office ACon 
Au.horize.ion to cl arge the prescribed fee to our deposit account ie enclosed. 



acknowledged 



The specific withdrawal of several prior rejections is gratefully 



102(e) as being 
of WO 92/11361 



The Examiner reiected claims 19 to 22 and 24 to 28 under 35 U.S.a 
a floated by Murdin et al. (U.S. Paten, no. 6,693.087) ,n *. t.ght 



20, namely that 
membrane protei 
21 and 22 have 



CM 19 has been amended to incorporate the subject matter of cla m 
t„e immunoprotection-inducing Ch/amyd/a protein is the .major outer 
Jin of a strain of CMamyd/a. Claim 20 has been deleted and cla.ms 
been made dependent on claim 19. 



i vectc r 



expression 
including trachomatis 
sequence in a p 



Tt 

protein of a strain 
which claim 19 
consideration i;; 
MOMP. POMP^I 
below) proteins 
prepared usinc 
settings. For the 
sequences used 



The Murdin e. a. reference, as me Examiner indicated, aldoses an 
f comprising a nudeicacid encoding a C/t/amydfa 

and pneumoniae immunogens. operative!, linked <o a con.ro. 

asmid. 



e nucleic acid molecule in Murdin 6.693.087 * n « des * ^ MP ^* 
„ o Oh***. This ,s a different protein from the MWP F»» 
and previously Calm 20) ,a now limned. Enclosed * 
a sequence comparison for the amino acid sequences from the 
^ and mo (Included in view of .he addifiona, Murdin re^ence oned 
o, Chtomydfa pne 0 mon,ae. The sequence companion , 
, he CLOSTAL W 0 .83) multiple sequence alignment a. .he default 
convenience of the Examiner, enclosed are .he annoted 
to prepare the alignments. 
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It can 
Accordingly, it is 
remaining claims z 
anticipated. 



a „ be seen ma. there is no similarity among .he .hree 
. fitted .ha. Murdin 6.693.087 does not anticipate Cairn 19. The 
,„ dependent. diredy or indirectly, on claim 19. and aiso are no. 



sequence of Murd n 
protein of Chlamyrfi 
submitted that thi 
molecule in the vector 
passage in question 
specification, i 
specification whi 



protein. 



It 



molecule is included 



U.S.C. 102(e) 
light of WO 92 



102(e) as beit 
92/11361. 
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, n the Office Action, the Examiner indicated that the nucle.c acd 

n et al is "disclosed /defined" to encode a major outer membrane 

Us. referring to col. 3. lines 60 to 65 and col. 4. lines 1 to 25. ,t ,s 
passage does not. in any manner, indicate that the nucle.c acd 
,r described In Murdin 6,693.087 encodes MOMP. The 
appears in the "Background of the Invention" section of the 
prior to the -Summary of the Invention" section of the 
clearly states: 



immediately i 



-TlL present invention provides purified and (isolated ™ «J^»" 
en« ode Chalmydia pneumoniae aga.nst POMP191 A (Stu 

Th, passages to which the Examiner refers (col. 3, lines 60 to 65 etc). 
1 JL of C trachomatis are defined on the basis of ant,gen.c 
merely state thaserovars of CMhonm sepuenc es show no 

nation in MOMP. but published discuss the 76 KDa 

variation between diverse isolates. The passage then goes on 



s submitted that this disdosure does not say that the nucleic acid 
in the vector described in Murdin et al. 



. , • 09 and 24 to 28 under 35 

Accordingly, the rejection of cla.ms 9 * 22 a^ 24 ^ 
being anticipated by Murdin et al U.S. Patent no. b.o 
'1 1361. should be withdrawn. 



he Exami ner rejected claims 19 to 22 and 24 to 28 under 35 U.S.C 
he Examiner reject 6i686 ,339 in view of WO 

anticipated by Murd.n et al. U.S. Patent 



g 
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Murd 

indicates, an expr< 

Chlamydia i 

molecule encode 

pneumoniae. Th 
specific Chlamyd 
Examiner's 
seen that the i 



immunogen 



attention 



inclusion 



lntl)e 
acid molecule is 
Chalmydia. The 
disclosure in 
of Murdin et al 6 
membrane C an$l 



to 28 under 35 
6,686,339 in the 



103(a) as beinc 
no. 5,919,663. 



matter of claim 
rejection. Having 
rejection of claims 
unpatentable <j>ver 
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„ et al U.S.Paten. no. 6.686.339 describes, as the Examiner 
ss ,on vector that induces a nudeic acid molecule encoding ra 
, gen . in this particular Murdin et al reference, the nudetc acd 
the inclusion membrane protein C of a strain of C/r/amydra 
specific protein o. Chlamydia strain does not anticipate the 
protein claimed In daim 19, name* the MOMP protein. The 
is aireded to the sequence compartson enclosed. It wrfl be 
membrane protein C la quite a different protein from MOMP. 



,e Office Adion. the Examiner states that, in Murdin et a... a nucleic 
dl5 c,oaed,descdbed- to encode a ma|or outer 
Examiner's attention is directed to the above discussion of the same 
Murdin eta. 6,693.087. The same comments apply hare. The vector* 
f 66 339 contain the nucleic acid molecule encoding the indus,on 
no others. 



Accordingly, it is submitted that the rejection of claims 19 to 22 and 24 
1.S.C 102(e) as being antidpafed by Murdin e, a, U.S. Paten, no. 
regard of WO 92/11361. should be withdrawn. 

T„e Examiner reiected daims 19. 24. 25 and 27 to 26 

unpatentable over Darji a. al (1997) in view of Brey e, al U.S.Patent 



Tie 



20 



rei ec,ion did no. indude daim 20. As noted above, the ub,ed 
h as been incorporated Wo claim 19. thereby obvraUng the 
reg ard to the amendment to daim 19, ft is 
19 24 25 and 27 to 28 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as be,ng 
Dan , ei el in view of Srey e, al. should be withdrawn. 
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It is ki 

early and favourab 



Toronto, Ontario 
(416) 595-1155 
FAX No. (416) 55 
Enclosures 
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elie ved that this application Is now in condition for allowance and 
. consideration and allowance are respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Michael I. Stewart 
Reg. No. 24,973 



Canada, 
5-1163 
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